Objectives: To develop a training program designed to meet the specific needs of medical physicists as they transition into a clinical role with direct patient care responsibilities. 
As technical experts, medical physicists are uniquely positioned to be able to guide patients through the treatment process, to address questions about treatment delivery and imaging modalities, as well as to discuss concerns about radiation safety. In contrast to the extensive training received by physicians, 8, 9 there are no comparable resources for medical physicists. 10, 11 Moreover, we are not aware of any independent training programs that are specifically designed to teach medical physicists to communicate effectively with patients.
Here, we describe a training program that was developed to meet the specific needs of medical physicists as they transition into a clinical role with direct patient care responsibilities. Topics covered are:
| STRUCTURE OF THE TRAINING PROGRAM
1. The essential components of a physicist-patient consult.
2. How to introduce yourself to a patient.
3. Review of a list of common questions from patients.
4. Strategies for answering patient questions effectively.
5. Re-enactments of positive and negative physicist-patient interactions followed by group discussion.
6. A one-on-one role-playing exercise where each physicist plays the role of a patient during an encounter with a medical physicist.
| Simulated Patient Interactions
Widely 2. How well does the trainee explain that they are the primary resource for all technical aspects related to the patient's treatment?
3. How well does the trainee provide a basic overview of the entire radiation therapy process?
4. How well does the trainee explain the purpose of the CT simulation appointment?
5. How well does the trainee determine whether or not the patient will have difficulty during the CT simulation?
6. How well does the trainee assess the patient's comfort level with radiation therapy and answer any questions they have about the treatment process?
7. How well does the trainee describe the treatment planning process and explain how the patient's personalized plan was created?
8. How well does the trainee describe the treatment delivery process and explain how the linear accelerator delivers the treatment?
9. How well does the trainee respond to questions related to the treatment planning or treatment delivery process? 
| COMPETENCY ASSESSMENT
A series of clinical communication competencies, shown in Table 1 , were developed to reflect the primary goals of patient interactions. was developed for this assessment, defined as follows:
1. Trainee did not attempt to display the specific competency.
2. Trainee attempted to display the specific competency but missed some key elements.
3. Trainee displayed mastery of the specific competency.
Trainees are deemed competent to perform physicist-patient consults on their own when they score a three in all competency categories.
| INCORPORATION OF DIRECT PATIENT CARE TRAINING IN MEDICAL PHYSICS RESIDENCY PROGRAMS
If direct patient care responsibilities for medical physicists are to see widespread adoption, appropriate training programs will need to be implemented in medical physics residency programs. This raises sev- 
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